QUESTIONS GOD ASKS…DO YOU WANT TO BE HEALED?
John 5:1-15
THE BIG IDEA:
In this pericope, we will be looking at a desperate man who is encountered by the Savior with a question that He also asks us today, “Do you want to be healed?”
OPENING:
Read John 5:1-15. Describe the setting and the situation that the man was living in. Try to imagine it was you. How would you understand your plight, God, and your emotional/spiritual state? Notice He is called invalid.
DIGGING DEEPER:
Why do you think that Jesus was in Jerusalem? At the pool? 
With many sick people lying at the pool, what do you make of Jesus only attending to this one man?
A more literal translation of verse 6 says, “Jesus, seeing this one lying and knowing that he, already having much time, He said to him, “Do you want to become whole?” 	How do you think Jesus knew? What are the implications of Jesus’ question?
Does the man answer Jesus’ question? What do you make of his answer? Of his conversation with the religious leaders (vs. 9-15)? Is he naïve? Afraid and throwing Jesus under the bus? Betraying Jesus (vs. 15) or something else?
When Jesus finds the man in the temple what is Jesus’ concern when He warns the man? Why were the religious leaders angry? How do you react to them missing God’s work and being obsessed with their religious rules?	 
PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE: 
What can we learn about understanding God’s grace to us when we are in a situation of long-suffering? How can we avoid being obsessed about the “rules” and missing what God is doing in front of us? Is there some aspect of your life where Jesus is asking you, “Do you want to become whole, or do you want to hang onto that?” 
PRAYER: 
Lord Jesus, fill us with compassion for those who suffer. Let us be an instrument of your grace and healing. Keep us from the hard-heartedness of religious zealots. Soften our hearts, we call out to you, “Yes, I want to be made whole!”
