Overcome Evil with Good

Romans 12:9-21



Goodness Defined in Scripture

* Genesis 1:31 “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good."

* Deuteronomy 32:4 “He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A
faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.”

* Matthew 20:15 Don't | have the right to do what | want with my own money? Or are
you envious because | am generous?”

* Matthew 7:11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good ghcts to your

children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask
him!”

* Genesis 50:20 “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”



Psalm 15- The Righteous Person

Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent?
Who may live on your holy mountain?
2The one whose walk is blameless,
who does what is righteous,
who speaks the truth from their heart;
3 whose tongue utters no slander,
who does no wrong to a neighbor,
and casts no slur on others;
4 who despises a vile person
but honors those who fear the Lord;
who keeps an oath even when it hurts,
and does not change their mind;
> who lends money to the poor without interest;
who does not accept a bribe against the innocent.
Whoever does these things
will never be shaken.



Goodness through transformation

Ephesians 2:8-10 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that
no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”



Romans 12:9-16

? Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil: c|ing to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one
another in love. Honor one another above yourselves." Never be lacking in zeal, but keep
your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer. '® Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality."* Bless
those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. > Rejoice with those who rejoice;
mourn with those who mourn. '° Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but
be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.



Romans 12:17-21

7 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everyone. '8 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with
everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it

is written: “It is mine to avenge; | will repay,” says the Lord. 2° On the contrary:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;

if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.



Three Cha"enges

1. Do not repay anyone evil for evil—Be careful to do what is right. Live at peace with
everyone.

2. Do not take revenge—|eave room for God’s wrath

3. Do not be overcome by evil- but overcome evil with good.

“To return evil for good is devilish; to return good for good is human, but to return good
for evil is divine.” -Alfred Plummer
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