To Live is Christ

Philippians 1



Praise

e “3] thank my God every time | remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, |
always pray with joy ° because of your partnership in the gospel from the first
day until now, °© being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (v. 3-6)

* “Salvation would be a wretchedly unsure thing if it had no other foundation than my
having chosen Christ. The human will blows hot and cold, is firm and unstable by fits
and starts; it offers no security of tenure. But it is the will of God that is the ground
of salvation.” --Motyer



Prayer

e “2 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in |<now|edge and
depth of insight, 10 50 that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure
and blameless for the day of Christ, ' filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.” (v. 9-11)

* “Pfor | know that through your prayers and God'’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. %9 | eagerly
expect and hope that | will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so
that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.” (v.

19-20)



Perseverance

* “12Now | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has
actua”y served to advance the gospe|. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout
the whole palace guard and to everyone else that | am in chains for Christ. * And
because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the
Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.” (v. 12-14)

* “But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from
false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this | rejoice. Yes, and | will
continue to rejoice.” (v. 18)



Perspective

* “12Now | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has
actua”y served to advance the gospe|." (v. 12)

* “20] eagerly expect and hope that | will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by
death. ' For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” (v. 20-21)

For to me
to live
is Christ
and
to die
Is gain.



Conclusion

Pathways to Joy:

* Praise- based on the truths and promises found in Scripture; praise even when you
don't feel like it

* Pray- for others and ask others to pray for you

* Persevere- even when you don’t get a glimpse of what God is doing- because he is
still refining you

* Perspective- To live is Christ- how would your life look different?
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