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MONPDAY

Please begin today by reading: John 4:4-26

The story of the “Woman at the Well” gives us a beautiful picture of
the way Jesus pursues us. There are exciting spiritual truths we will

unpack each day this week.

First, let’s start with the fact that Jesus “needed to go through Samaria”
(V. 4). According to Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary, the Greek
verb for needed means “it is necessary.” Were there alternate routes

to take? Absolutely, and most pious Jews would take the longer route
around Samaria. There was a deep distrust and distain for the Samaritans
they called “half-breeds.” As the lowest class of society, they did not
make the cut during the Babylonian capture, thus were left behind.

They intermarried with non-Jewish people. The Jews saw them as a

despised race having no claim on their God.

The road through Samaria was the shortest route from Jerusalem
to Galilee, but it wasn't the shortcut that drove Jesus. He knew there

were people in Samaria who needed to hear what He had to say.

Jesus arrives at the well at noon. The sun is high, He is thirsty, and He
displays His humanity as well as His divinity when He engages a lonely
Samaritan woman. Most women collected water during the cool of the
morning and it was a social event. This woman was alone in the middle

of the day, shunned and isolated.

Jesus breaks the social rules of His day in three significant ways as

He engages with this outcast. First, being a Jewish man and speaking
kindly to a Samaritan, He asks for a drink of water. Jews especially didn’t
share vessels for food or drink with Samaritans. Second, Jesus, a Rabbi,
spoke to a woman in public. Rabbis in those days did not speak to

their own wives or daughters in public! Third, Jesus associated with

this woman who was an outcast within her own people and had a poor

reputation and moral standing.

Even with those g|aring three strikes, Jesus connects with this woman,
letting her know that she is loved and known. No social or religious
barrier, societal rules or expectations hindered Jesus from reaching out
and sharing truth with this broken woman. It was for encounters such

as thiS that Jesus came here.

Jesus shows us that all people are valuable to God, and He desires
that we demonstrate love to everyone, including our enemies. Who said

being a disciple of Jesus was easy?

QUESTIONS

Be alert this week for who God places in your path. Will you be ready to

show love, respect and kindness in Jesus' name.

PRAYERS FOR AL & BECKY HAN & PERCH.CHURCH

After 15 years pastoring youth, college students and young adults,
Al Han and his wife Becky sensed God calling them to plant a
church for people on the fringe. They deprogrammed themselves

from their traditional church experience and began an ECO church

plant in Glendale, Perch.Church. Pray God continues to grow this

new church as a mustard seed grows.




TUEZPAY

Please begin today by reading: John 4:7-26

Jesus broke through social and religious barriers in the story of the
“Woman at the Well.” He loves us .. and it has nothing to do with

our worth, but everything to do with God’s character. In this passage,
John shows us the absolute impartiality of the Gospel message, which
is extended to all. Regardiess of our gencier, ethnicity, culture, social
standing, or upbringing, the jo|o we hold where we live right now in

the world—none of it matters to God. He is only after our hearts

abandoned to Him alone.

Dr. Bob Utley, retired professor and author, explains in his sermon

on the Woman at the Well says, “Jesus went to the well and met the
Samaritan woman to say to the world: "You matter, | care, | see you,
and | love you.” He made women matter. He modeled for His disciples
how to show respect and speak to a woman, even one who was not

worthy in their eyes.

The woman, slow to let her defenses down as she talked with Jesus,
dodged His questions with her questions, diverting the conversation. With

His divine wisdom and perseverance, Jesus steered her to salvation.

In Ephesians 2:8 we read: “For by grace you have been saved tnrough
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” God loves
Us, pursues us, draws us to Himself ... in spite of our mistakes, sins, and

broken lives.

As believers in Christ, we are members of one body, the Church.
All other barriers fade away, as this one deicining trait matters above

all else. We have common ground in Christ.

It is important to pray for the union of the Church throughout the world,
as we are bound to other brothers and sisters in Christ. Bringing the
kingdom of heaven to earth means that even now people from every

tribe, nation, and tongue come to know God.

Glenkirk partners with African Enterprise (AE), and their teams are
|iving out this great commission. Working with African nations and
local churches to bring peace, AE brings the Good News of Jesus and
nope to coliege students, prisoners in local jaiis, street children, and
commercial sex workers. They are teaching people the Gospel one-

on-one just as Jesus did with the woman at the well.

QUESTIONS

Because of your faith in Jesus Christ, how can you partner with other
Christians to build the kingdom, bridge a gap, serve a need, start a

ministry, build on common ground?

PRAYERS FOR AL & BECKY HAN & PERCH.CHURCH

Perch.Church’s vision is to love Jesus and to love like Jesus, where
increasing love for Jesus allows God to form them to become more

like Him by loving their neighbors the way Jesus loves them. Pray

the church is so strongly imbued with God'’s love that it is irresistible

to the community.




WEPNEZDAY

Please begin today by reading: John 4:10-14

Have you ever watched a cross country meet or a marathon? The runners
are extremely thirsty as they cross the finish line. Once they catch their
breath, a sip of water is not sufficient. They drink as quickly as possible,
water ﬂowing across their faces, pouring it on their heads and necks.

Nothing tastes as good as refreshing water to a parched mouth.

Jesus speaks of Living Water welling up to eternal life as He talks with
the woman at Jacob’s Well. He says that whoever drinks of the water
that He gives will never thirst. Jacob’s Well was not a natural spring,

one that bubbled up from the ground, seeming alive. Rather it was a dug
well filled up by rain water. Jesus used this picture of the need for water,
especially at noon time, for the spiritual need and longing all of us have

built into our souls.

The water Jesus was talking about was spiritual. Jesus says in John 4:10
that this living water is a gift of God. (Living Water=Holy Spirit in Greek)
The Greek word for gift is used only in this Gospel and emphasizes God’s
grace through Christ. Jesus gave life and gave it freely. The cross reference
here is John 10:28: “| give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;

no one will snatch them out of my hand.”

Jesus compared the indwelling of the Holy Spirit to “streams of living

water” in John 7:38: “Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said,

rivers of living water will flow from within them.” Jesus did not say that
He was the living water, but that He would give her the water and she

would never thirst again.

In Timothy Keller's sermon “Changed Lives,” he shared that Jesus was
saying: | have something your soul needs as profoundly as your body
needs water. As satisfying as water is to a parched mouth, [so] is eternal
life through the Spirit's power, the assurance of God’s love, pardon,

presence and grace.”

If you have experienced Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit in your
life, you know that soul satisfaction. It's like rainwater on dry land or a
cold drink on a hot day. Jesus is our indescribable gift and He promises

to satisfy our God-created inner thirst.

QUESTIONS

Do you feel saturated with the Spirit, connected to God, filled with the
Word? Or do you feel more like a desert with distance between you and

the Lord? If the latter is true, make a course correction now.

PRAYERS FOR AL & BECKY HAN & PERCH.CHURCH

Perch.Church’s mission and leadership is committed to being
hospitable to wanderers, misfits, the curious; and to reaching

skeptics and jaded people, while remaining grounded in God’s

Word. To reach people no one is reaching, they must do things

no one is doing. Pray they will attract people on the fringe.




THURZPAY

Please begin today by reading: John 4:13-15

“It is common for people to try to satisfy their God-created inner
thirst through many things, or through anything except for what Jesus
gives. People are thirsty—they want, they long, they search, they reach;

but only what Jesus gives satisfies to the deepest levels of man'’s soul

and spirit.” (David Gusik)

God placed inside of each of us a spiritual need for Him that only He
can supply—the living water He promised. What if you drank of the
|iving water and were satisfied, saved and restored? Then through time,
you've found yourself thirsty and empty again. Maybe you don’t feel that

God hears your prayers or you can't sense His presence? What then?

Ask the Spirit for a fresh filling and focus your attention on your
relationship with the Lord. As disciples of Jesus, we are to stay in
relationship with Him. You may ask, “Jesus said that | will never be

thirsty again, so why do we need a fresh filling of the Spirit?”

An important verse in understanding the filling of the Holy Spirit is
John 14:16 “And | will ask the Father, and He will give you another
advocate to help you and be with you forever—" Here Jesus promised
that the Spirit would indwell believers and that indwelling would be
permanent. "It is important to distinguish the indwelling from the filling

of the Spirit. The permanent indwelling of the Spirit is not for a select

few believers, but for all believers.” (gotquestions.org) The Holy Spirit
is given at the moment of salvation and as a down payment for future

glorification in Christ (Ephesians 113 & 4:30).

The Spirit can be grieved and His activity within us can be quenched.
When we allow this to happen, we do not experience the fullness of the
Spirit’s working and His power in and through us. To be filled with the Spirit

implies freedom for Him to guide us and occupy every part of our lives.

“Sin is what hinders the filling of the Holy Spirit, and obedience to God
is how the filling of the Spirit is maintained. ... Obeying God’s commands
allows the Spirit freedom to work within us. ... When we sin, we should
immediately confess it to God and renew our commitment to being

Spirit-filled and Spirit-led.” (gotquestions.org)

QUESTIONS

Are you allowing something other than the Spirit to quench your thirst?
If so, confess this and ask God to make you thirsty each day for time
with Him in prayer and the Word.

PRAYERS FOR AL & BECKY HAN & PERCH.CHURCH

Perch.Church’s core values are biblical, Finding truth and guidance in

God'’s Word; relational, with everyone in their community connected

to each other in authentic ways; open-minded, creating space

for peop|e to bring doubts and disagreements; service-oriented,
encouraging goods works while moving away from consumer

Christianity. Pray the Holy Spirit fills all members with these values.




Please begin today by reading: John 4:21-24

Jesus Himself is the replacement for all holy places of worship. He said
that God is spirit and true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and in truth. What does this look like? Paul explains this in Romans 12:1-2:
“Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this

is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

In view of God’s mercy—all the blessings God has given to us that we
don’t deserve—we have His peace, strength, grace, protection, provision,
promises, and so much more to be thankful for. Out of that gratitude,

we praise and worship our God, who is worthy.

Our bodies are to be a |iving sacrifice—our heart, mind, thoughts, words,
actions, all parts of us. How do we present ourselves as living sacrifices
pleasing to God with all our brokenness and sins? By the renewing of
our minds. We ask God for His truth, not what the world says. We spend

time in the presence of God in prayer and in the Word.

We can then worship Him with our renewed and cleansed minds. When
we worship properly, our heart and attitude are right before God. Worshiping
out of obligation is displeasing to God. He can see through the hypocrisy—

just as He was displeased with Cain’s gift brought out of obligation,
while Abel brought his finest offering out of faith and admiration for God.

True worship centers on God. He is our focus. This can include praising
God for His creation. Praying, reading God’s Word, singing, participating
in communion, serving others, |oving people in Jesus' name—all are
forms of worship. Worship can be done in private or in a church setting.
True worship is felt within and then expressed outwardly. There are times
that | am so moved by the Spirit during worship, overcome by my gratitude
toward God’s goodness, that “l worship out of my eyes!"—tears stream

down my cheeks. As my heart overflows, so do my eyes.

The highest form of praise and worship is obedience to God and His
Word. To make this possible, we must be in close relationship with our

Lord and know His Word—notjust head |<now|edge, but a transforming
life. This honors and g|ori1cies God.

QUESTIONS

How will you prepare your heart and mind for worshiping in

“spirit and truth” this Sunday?

PRAYERS FOR AL & BECKY HAN & PERCH.CHURCH

Perch.Church is meeting in homes and community centers. Visit

www.Perch.Church.org to learn details. Service is held at Tpm on

the Ist and 3rd Sundays. Small groups meet near Glendale the

2nd Sunday. The 4th Sunday is service projects. Pray for God'’s
|o|essings as they are |earning, growing, and exp|oring what a new

church can look like.
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