
 
 

Study Guide: John 10:1-10 
Week of: October 25th 

Message Title: The Gate of the Sheep 
 
Key Passage: 
 

“I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  They will come in and go out, 
and find pasture.” John 10:9 

 
Icebreaker Question:  
 
What are some things that are exclusive?  Is it possible for something to be both exclusive and 
inclusive at the same time? 
 
 
 
 

 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What seems to be the root of the disagreement between Jesus and the Pharisees?  Why 
did the Pharisees hold Jesus in such contempt?  Why did the Pharisees frustrate Jesus so 
much? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Once again, Jesus spoke of the sheep knowing the voice of the shepherd and following 
the shepherd and running away from a stranger.  Thematically, Jesus seems to speak of 
truth vs. falsehood.  In what ways have you experienced this in your own life and faith? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. The key passage in John 10:9 says, “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be 
saved.  They will come in and go out, and find pasture.”  What strikes you about this 
statement?  What challenges you?  What comforts you? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. In John 10:10 Jesus said: “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  In 
what ways does the life Jesus is describing differ from the life most people think of?  For 
you, what does having life to the full look like?  What do you feel when you encounter 
people who are missing out on this Jesus-filled life? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer Focus: 
Heavenly Father.  Thank you for Jesus who is our Good Shepherd and is the Gate of the Sheep.  
Thank you that Jesus is faithfully posted at the door of the sheep pan and serves as the sole 
means of entrance into that flock.  Our hearts ache for those people who reject the claims of 
Jesus thinking them to be exclusive, bigoted and arrogant.  We pray that the simple message of 
your unconditional love would soften hearts and warm souls toward accepting the gift of your 
Son, Jesus.  In his name we pray.   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This Week's Challenge: 
With whom can you share the simple message of God’s love in Jesus Christ this week? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mission Sunday Questions: 
 

1. Is Jesus’ “Great Commission” (Matt. 28:18-20) merely a suggestion or “nice idea,” or does it 
guide your life regularly? What would “missionary eyes … hands … feet … [and] zeal” look like for 
you this week? 

 
 
 
 

2. How is the Lord Jesus asking you to “take up your cross and follow [Him]” (Matt. 16:24)?  Whom 
do you know—neighbor, relative, friend or colleague—apparently living apart from Him? 

 
 
 
 

3. Do you consider “church” merely a place to worship Sunday mornings? If it’s impractical for you 
to serve in the mission field personally, how can you “be there” via prayer and financial support?  

 
 
 

4. Do you have “a missions heart”? How does such a heart show up in your life? Will you pray with 
a mission heart today and in the days ahead? 

 
 
 
 

5. Where do you see oppression, exploitation and/or oppression around you? What sort of “cup of 
cold water” (Matt. 10:42) will you give to another in need today?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mission Sunday Devotional: 
 
Monday, October 26 
Read: Matthew 28:18-20; Isaiah 52:6-7 
 
“Lord, give me missionary eyes 
To see the lost and dying, 
To see their pain and crying. 
Lord, give me missionary eyes. 
 
“Lord, give me missionary hands 
To selflessly serve in any way I can. 
Knowing that my reward will be 
eternity spent next to Thee. 
Lord, give me missionary hands. 
 
“Lord, give me missionary feet 
to take your precious Gospel down the street 
to those who need to hear today, 
to those who need to know the Way. 
Lord, give me missionary feet. 
 
“Lord, give me missionary zeal 
for there's a dying world that needs 
to feel that someone cares about their soul, 
Loosen my tongue, Lord, make me bold. 
Lord give me missionary zeal. 
 
“Lord, give me missionary eyes 
to see the lost and dying, 
To see their pain and crying. 
Lord, give me missionary eyes.” (Wayne Talley) 

 
Prayer: Gracious Father, empower these local missions for Your glory: feed families 
through Shepherd's Pantry and Sowing Seeds for Life, equip students via Neighborhood 
Homework House and welcome disabled youth through Young Life Capernaum. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Tuesday, October 27 
Read: Luke 9:22-26; Isaiah 61:1-2 
 
“Will work for Jesus, 
No matter the cost. 
Looking to save, 
Those who are lost. 
 
“Willing to labor, 
Without a fee. 
Looking for those, 
He can set free. 
 
“Willing to go, 
Ready to leave. 
Looking to help, 
Others to believe. 
 
“Will travel far, 
Wide as I need. 
Looking for hungry, 
People to feed. 
 
“Willing to forsake, 
Life as I know. 
Looking to plant, 
Water, feed, and sow. 
 
“Will take up cross, 
With joy and pride. 
Looking to gather, 
for Jesus His Bride.” (Deborah Ann Belka)  
 
Prayer: Loving Creator, empower Ethnos Asia to bring hope to restricted nations, equip persecuted 
Persian believers through PARS Theological Center and ignite urban revival through African 
Enterprise. Strengthen their faithful voices, building Your global Church. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Wednesday, October 28 
Read: Isaiah 58:6–8; 2 Corinthians 5:18–20 
 
“We go to church on Sunday morn 
Christ our Savior, we seek to adorn 
And beautiful music fills the air 
Exhortations of praise we declare 
 
“God's love abides within these walls 
We worship Him quietly to seek His cause 
God's love abides within our hearts 
His abundant love we should seek to impart 
 
“God is not just a friend that we visit once a week 
But the Master of all that we should daily seek 
The Lord gives us guidance for our walk in life 
He wants us to care for others in their struggles and strife 
 
“The Christian's commission is to lead others from despair 
Always guiding souls to the sweet Savior's care 
Followers are to spread the good news of God's saving grace 
For He has enough love for the entire human race 
 
“As Jesus suffered and died to pay our debt 
The saved must spread the Word so there is no regret 
Because our life's work is to lead others to His love 
So that one day we can all live in heaven above” (Donna Hendrix) 

 
Prayer: Almighty Lord, sustain the Clarks as they equip university students internationally and guide 
the Wilhelmsens as they minister to refugees in Germany. Protect them and magnify Your light 
through their faithful service. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, October 29 
Read: Psalm 2:7-8; Joshua 1:7–9 
 
“Give us all a missions heart, 
To pray, to go, or to send— 
To every nation, both foe and friend. 
 
“You came to earth to die for me, 
And to set the captives free. 
So may we go, 
That the world may know! 
 
“And may each missions heart, 
Continue to grow, 
Continue to sow, 
Continue to flow in Your presence. 
 
“Thank you for this missions heart, 
And as Your Word goes forth, 
May we not depart, 
From every law and every command, 
Even to go to every land. 
 
“It’s Your inheritance, 
The nations are Yours to claim, 
We go in Your Spirit, 
In the power of Your name. 
 
“… Bless each missions heart, 
For the glory of Your Son. 
 
“… Lord, I write and pray this prayer to You, 
May all who read it pray it too.” (Al Argo) 

  
Prayer: Lord Jesus, equip children and families through Three Angels Haiti, bless Ecuadorian 
orphans through For His Children and comfort vulnerable Kenyans via Living Room International. 
Renew and restore, letting Your compassion shine through. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Friday, October 30 
Read: Matthew 40:40-42; Psalm 107:4–9 
 
“Lost, empty eyes 
Desolate stare 
Vanishing vision 
Hopeless despair 
 
“Where did vitality 
Ambition retreat 
How did this soul 
Enter defeat? 
 
“No place to settle 
No location for home 
Wandering endless 
Alone, left to roam 
 
“Needy and broken 
Quickly glance past 
No desire to ponder 
Thought that may last. 
 
“There’s One who makes 
A difference today 
He graced this earth 
What did He say? 
 
“Even ‘cup of cold water’ 
Given in My name 
And ‘poor in spirit’ 
Will inherit the same …” (Catherine Deaton) 

 
Prayer: God of love and justice, rescue trafficked children through ZOE International, bring clean 
water and literacy to South Asian’s communities via GTi HOPE and prosper La Casa Church. 
Strengthen these ministries, supplanting darkness with Your light. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Sources: Wayne Talley’s poem, “Missionary Eyes”, is from 
https://christart.com/poetry/poem/1442. Deborah Ann Belka’a poem, “Will Work For Jesus”, can 
be found at https://poetrybydeborahann.wordpress.com. Donna Hendrix’s poem, “The Christian’s 
Commission”, is from https://christart.com/poetry/poem/5741. Al Argo’s prayer, “A Missions 
Heart’, can be found at https://iphc.org/missions/a-missions-heart-poem/. Catherine Deaton’s 
poem, “Empty”, is from https://christart.com/poetry/poem/4006.  
 


