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of the greatest pains in life, being rejected by those who are

supposed to love him.

A
Another deep pain Joseph suffered was being falsely accused
of rape and being imprisoned as a result. Through these painful
experiences, he was able to see God'’s hand at work. Many years

~ later, Joseph was able to say to his brothers, “You meant evil

Philippians 1:12-26 against me, but God meant it for good” (Genesis 50:20).

You might be going through some painful experiences in your life.

Paul is writing f ison to the Christians in Philippi. Th
ab’1s writing from prison o the ristians i HPP! ¢ Keep on trusting God even though you might not understand

phi|ippians know that Paul is in prison; they are |i|<e|y Fee|ing a ) : o ) ) ]
why He is a||owmg those pains in your life. In time you will see

sense of loss and migiﬁt not understand wny God would allow . .
. . . . the good He will |or|ng out of them.
such a faithful servant of the Lord to be put in prison. Paul writes
to reassure them that God is in control of the whole situation,
that God is working even through his imprisonment, that his

detention is advancing the Gospe|. Wny should we |<eep on trusting God when we are going tnrougn

- : ainful situations?
Paul is in Rome chained to a Roman guard twenty-four hours P

a day. This has given him the opportunity to tell of his faith in
Jesus Christ to the guards. Since the guards have to rotate shifts
in their assignments to guard pau|, all of the pa|ace guards have
come to know that he is in chains for Christ. Another benefit from

Please pray for Pastor Gio and his family during their visa process.

his Imprisonment Is that the phlilpplan Christians, knowmg that Ask God for favor, wisdom, peace, and timeiy approvais, and that

Pau| IS INn prison, have become more courageous and |oo|o|er n every step WOUiCi be gwdeci by HIS iwand as tr\ey continue serving

speaking the Gospel. faithfully in ministry.

In Paul’s situation, God is bringing good out of evil. We see many
examples of this in Scripture. The life of Joseph clearly demonstrates
this. His brothers sold him as a slave. Can you imagine the pain
that this caused him? The greatest pain can be afflicted by those
closest to you. The role of older brothers is to protect their younger

brother. Instead, they sold him as a slave. Joseph experienced one



Acts 16:16-40

Here is another example of God bringing good out of evil. Paul
and Silas were falsely accused of creating an uproar in Philippi
by advocating unlawful customs for the peop|e to practice.
Without a fair trial, the magistrates ordered Paul and Silas to
be stripped and beaten. After they were severely flogged, they
were thrown into the deepest part of the prison, and their feet

were fastened to the stocks.

“About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns

to God ... Sudden/y there was such a violent earthqua/(e that the
foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors
flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose” (Acts 16:25-26).

The jailer woke up and, after seeing that none of the prisoners

had escaped, came to Paul and Silas, tremb|ing and Fa||ing before
them saying, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” (v. 30). Paul
shared the Gospel with him and his family. They all received the
Lord and were baptized.

Paul and Silas suffered the pain of flogging and imprisonment.
Their pain resulted in the jailer and his whole family being saved.
God allowed Paul and Silas to suffer the unjust treatment of
flogging and imprisonment in order to bless the jailer and his

family. The jailer was filled with joy because he and his whole

family had come to faith in God. God brought blessing and joy
to others through the pain that Paul and Silas suffered.

Sometimes God allows us to suffer pain and injustice so that
others might be blessed. We might not see the resulting blessings,
but only the pain. We might wonder where is God in allowing this
agony to come upon us? We have to keep on trusting God even
though we might not see any benefit from the suffering. Paul and
Silas sang songs of praise after their flogging even though they
had not yet seen any positive result from their pain. They knew
God was still working in the midst of their hurt. We need to keep

on trusting God in the midst of our troubles.

Are you able to praise God when going through pain? Why?

Pray for the Alpha groups planned for 2026 and for all evangelistic
activities. Ask that many hearts would be open to the gospel, that
strong re|ationships would form, and that lives would be transformed

through encounters with Jesus.
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Philippians 1:12-26

Paul is writing from prison to the Christians in Philippi. He writes
to reassure them that God is in control of the whole situation,
that God is Working even through Paul’s imprisonment, that

his detention is advancing the Gospel. Sometimes God allows

Christians to suffer from evil in order to promote the Gospel.

Another example of God bringing blessings out of evil is a pastor
in the country of Laos, which is located in Southeast Asia. Laos
is a Communist-controlled country where Christianity is severely
suppressed and believers suffer much persecution. Pastors are
put into prison, homes of Christians are destroyed, and believers

are evicted from their vi||ages.

Ethnos Asia, one of the mission organizations supported by
Glenkirk, conducts a Bible school in Northeast Thailand. The
school is purposely located near the Laotian border so that
Laotian Christian workers can cross over to Thailand to receive
Bible training. A Laotian pastor who attended the Bible school had
been imprisoned in Laos for twelve years. He has a remarkable

story about how God used him during his imprisonment in Laos.

During his twelve years in prison, he would share the Gospel
with other inmates. Those who received the Lord were in turn dis-

cipled in the faith. Since he had many years to work with

these new converts, he had plenty of time to build them up in
the faith. When these new converts were released from prison,
they went out and became church planters. The pastor was using
the prison as a training center for future church planters while the

government was providing room and board for the trainees.

God is not the author of evil. He allows Satan to do acts of evil
against believers; however, God is able to bring good out of the
evil. This is what happened to this Laotian pastor imprisoned
for twelve years. His sufferings resulted in new believers who

were discipled in the faith.

You might be going through severe trials. Keep on trusting God
and look for the blessings He will bring out of your pain.

God can bring blessing out of our pain. Do you believe this? Why?

Pray for the Latino community and the members of La Casa
Church. Ask God to strengthen unity, deepen Faith, bring hea|ing
and hope, and he|p the church continue to be a we|coming,

Christ-centered community.



Philippians 1:12-26; Acts 5:40-42

Paul rejoices because the Gospel is being preached while he
is in prison (v. 18). And he will continue to rejoice because his
imprisonment will turn out for his good (vv. 18, 19). Paul looks

at his incarceration as an occasion to rejoice.

On another occasion in Acts 5:40-42, the apostles were arrested,
flogged, and ordered not to speak in the name of Jesus. When they
were released, the apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they
had been counted worthy of suﬁcering disgrace for the Name of

Jesus. Their flogging for Jesus was an occasion to rejoice.

Pastor Hassan Abduraheem is a modern-day example of a
person rejoicing over his imprisonment. In 2015, Pastor Hassan
was arrested in Sudan by the police for his role in providing aid to
a persecuted Christian. In prison, Hassan experienced a profound
spiritual blessing. He felt the joy of the Lord in his heart despite

facing great suffering and persecution.

“It's something | can’t explain,” he said. ‘| was filled with the joy
of the Lord in my heart. | would think of the Lord, and tears
would come from my eyes as | thought of the Lord'’s love for me.

It was amazing."

While Hassan was in prison, God showed him ways to minister
to other inmates. “They were hungry for Christ,” Hassan said.

‘“ . . . . . . bR
For me, it was a joy to minister in prison.

Though he was sentenced to serve twelve years in prison, Hassan

later received a pardon from Sudan’s president. He was released

in 2017. (Hassan)

Not only are we to look for God bringing good out of our sufferings,
it is also an occasion for rejoicing. How can we rejoice in the midst
of our sufferings? We need to remember that God is in control
and allows suﬁcerings to bless us. Even though we might not see
any blessings coming out of our sufferings, we need to keep on
trusting God. He is in the process of making us more like Himself.

In this we rejoice.

Why should we rejoice when we suffer for Christ?

Please pray for God to raise up committed leaders to serve in
different ministry areas such as worship, evange|ism, and media.
Ask for servants with humble hearts, spiritua| maturity, and a

passion to use their gifts for God'’s glory.



Philippians 1:12-26

Paul was not afraid of death. His goal was to glorify God whether
in life or death. “Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or
by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (vv. 20, 21).
Paul saw that his death could also bring glory to God.

The Bible gives various examples of God being glorified

in the death of believers. The stoning death of Stephen and the
subsequent jailing of believers in Jerusalem resulted in the believers
fleeing the city and scattering to other regions. They shared the
Gospe| wherever tney went, and churches were p|anted. And for
the first time, Gentile churches were planted. God allowed the
death of Stepnen to mu|tip|y the churches and to reach Gentiles.

Stephen’s painful loss brought blessings to many new believers.

Tertullian, a Christian author and theologian living about two hundred
years after Jesus, said, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of

the church.” (Tertullian) This quote describes what happened to the
Christians after the stoning death of Stephen and what will happen

in the future as there will be many more martyrs for Christ.

Sometimes God allows the death of believers in order to bring
blessing upon others. This happened in the country of Laos a
few years ago. A pastor was killed for his faith leaving behind his

wife and children. Christians helped the wife through her losses
and helped her to establish a small business to support her family.
She was moved to continue the church planting ministry of her
husband. The Lord richly blessed and empowered her in her efforts
so that over the years, she planted forty-four churches. She was
more successful at church p|anting than her husband. The Laotian

pastor’s death as a martyr became the seed for torty-four churches.

We need not fear persecution or even death for Christ. We will be
courageous and |oo|o||y stand up for Christ, torjustice, for the poor and
needy, and for the persecuted. We will tu”y obey the Lord wherever

He leads us even if it might be into life threatening situations.

Why should we fully obey the Lord even when we have suffered

a great loss?

Pray for the financial resources needed for the church p|ant to
continue and grow. Ask God to provio|e generous|y through faithful
partners, grants, and opportunities, and for wisdom and stewardship

in managing all resources entrusted to the ministry.
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