C@/ o Action

¥ Praise God for the baptism of Shane, Lane, and Cody
Buchanan on August1{10:00 a.m. service).

¥Please pray for the upcoming Presbyterian Global
Fellowship meeting from August 14-16 in Long Beach.
Ask that God would use the conference to bring healing
to our denomination and that our leaders would be able
to discern GodOs call.

¥ Please continue to pray for our pastoral staff as they
are on vacation. Ask that the Lord would give them rest
and prepare them for return to ministry.

¥ Pray for the church Work Day on Saturday, August
234, Also, please consider the ways that you might serve
the church on Work Day. More information will be
provided over the coming weeks.

Acts 79

In Acts 19, the narrative continues to focus upon the
ministry of the word in Ephesus. Acts 18:24-28 gives
details concerning the missionary activity of Apollos, a
well-spoken native of Alexandria. Though Apollos gave
correct instruction concerning Jesus, he knew only of
JohnOs baptism (Acts 18:25). As Paul interacts with the
disciples in Ephesus, he realizes quickly that they had not
yet received the Spirit. Paul distinguishes the baptism of
John from the baptism of Jesus noting its anticipatory
character: JohnOs baptism looked forward to Jesus. Paul
seems to argue that JohnOs baptism is insufficient because
Jesus had already died, risen from the dead, and given the
gift of the Holy Spirit. The significance of the passage,
however, does not lie in its teachings about baptism, but in
the giving of the Spirit. We might consider the
manifestation of the Spirit as a fulfillment of the prophesy
in Acts 1:8, whereby the power of the Spirit accompanies
the witness of the apostles Oto the ends of the earth.O
The gospel message is continuing its movement outward
from Jerusalem as prophesied by Christ.

For three months, Paul preaches in the Ephesian
synagogue hoping to win converts, but eventually leaves to
preach to the school of Tyrannus. Paul stays in Ephesus
for a period of two years, during which time the churches _
of Colossae, Hierapolis, and Laodicea are founded. PaulOs
ministry is accompanied by many deeds of power.

In Acts 19:24, a silversmith named Demetrius notices
that the gospel message will have a profound impact upon
his trade if the young Christian movement is not
contained. Ephesus was known for its temple to Artemis
and Demetrius made a living crafting idols used for temple
worship. As Demetrius conspires with his fellow
tradesmen, a riot ensues. The nature of the riot will be the
focus of this weekOs sermon. As you prepare, be sure to
consider what does Acts 19 teaches us about the gospelOs
interaction with culture? How might the riot in Ephesus
be understood in light of the prophesy in Acts 1:8?
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M ﬁ@ Daily Psalma: 111, 114 % @ Daily Psalmos: 121, 123, 124 7. @ Daily Psalm: 145

Read: John 11:1-45 Read: Acts 19:21-41 Read: Tsaiah 44

Life is a central theme in the Gospel of John. When The sermon this Sunday will focus upon the riot in Isaiah 44 contains a hefty polemic against idol wor:
God called things into being by his Word, he called them EPhesus described in Acts 19. By proclaiming the gospel \yhere the impotence of idols is contrasted with
into life (1:3-4). Jesus is the one who possesses the life ofMessage, Paul had begun to discredit the idolatry that personality of God. Idols neither know nor comprehe
the Father (10:30) and gives eternal life to his sheep undergirded the Ephesian economy. The people of pyt God creates both the world and the people in
(10:28). By raising Lazarus from the dead by his word Ephesus would have turned to Artemis in times of \greover, God has called his people into a relation:
alone, Jesus makes clear his authority and ability to trouble and desperation. If PaulOs message was having thgith himself through his redemptive work (44:21-28).
communicate the Father. effect Acts 19 implies, it would seem that the people of The particular travesty of idol worship is that it den

Consider further the reasons for Jesus® weeping EPhesus were beginning to turn instead to Jesus Christ.  Go( the relationship he desires with his creation. No
(11:33-35). Notice that Jesus is not only concerned for ~ While our cities do not normally revolve around how the passage of Isaiah inverts the creative relatior

the physical death of Lazarus, but for they his death pagan idol worship, we might do well to consider the petween verses 12-17 and 21-22. In verses 12-
causes others. Compassion is born from the recognition €ffect that our gospel preaching has upon our local hyman forms a dead idol with whom he can have
of how suffering evidences the fragility of life. economy. How are we, as a community of faith, changing ejationship. In verses 21-22, God affirms that he

Ask that the Lord might show you how to minister to ~ OUr environment? How do you see the gospel message created Israel and has desired relationship with it.
that suffering. Pray that God would guide our church to a affecting those in your life? Are we encouraging othersto  consider God®s actions in your life. How do
greater compassion and desire to see the transforming change their patterns of worship? Pray for those areas of know him as your creator and redeemer? Thank Goc

power of the gospel message. your life and the church where you see weakness. Give yjs relational initiative and ask that he would reveal
thanks for the areas where you see strengths. wavs vou resist him.

7[;&5 @ Datly Psalm: 116 %j @ Datly Psalm: 144 5 ins @ Dadly Psalm: 148, 150

Read: 1 Peter 2:9 Read: Deuteronomy 10:12-22 Read: Colossians 2:6-3:11

Last weekOs sermon considered PaulOs witness to the Deuteronomy 10:12-22 contains a beautiful Meditate upon the Colossians passage. The wor
Greeks in Athens. In light of the sermon on Acts 17, description of GodOs character. Notice the contrasts Christ has liberated us from a life of idolatry and giver
think about 1 Peter 2:9. The call to proclaim the mighty present in the passage: though he is Lord of heaven andrenewal in the image of our Creator. What a wonde
acts of the Lord is given to those whom God has called earth, God is the one who loves lIsrael; though he is work Christ has done on our behalf!
to be holy. The call is not simply to be more holy, but to mighty and awesome, God is concerned with the orphan, Consider further Colossians 2:15. How did Chrit
be holyas God is hohy. We have not been ransomed from  widow, and stranger. By commanding Israel to love the death disarm the rulers and authorities of his day?
the depths of sin with ChristOs blood for our own sakes, stranger, God is calling for his people to imitate his own of the focuses of the Colossians text is that ChristOs
but so that we mighkecoe as hes. Our God is a character. should have a tangible effect upon the way we live.
deliverer, who liberates his people from bondage to a new In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus echoes the teaching of participating in ChristOs death and baptism, how dc
life in his Son. Deuteronomy. Care for the poor and the outcast is also disarm the rulers and authorities of our day? C

Spend some time reflecting upon your day. Ask the central to JesusO ministry because it is central to thethere no necessary connection?

Lord for true repentance where needed and thank him for character of God. Pray for the ministry of the word this evening a

the grace that has been revealed in his Son, Jesus Christ. For most of us, caring for the poor is difficult and tomorrow morning as Acts 19 is preached. Pray that

Pray that our church might become more holy and that foreign. Spend some time praying for the poor. Ask God hearts would be open and receptive to teaching. Pray

we might be encouraged to a greater love for one another. to show you ways that you can grow more to reflect GodOsfor the baptisms that will occur during the 10:00 a

Pray also for our leadership and government officials. character for the outcast. Pray that he would make the service. Praise God for the gift of unity attained throt
church more bold in its attempts to minister to the poor. our common confession of Christ.



